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Education:
Institute of Zoology, Georgian Academy of Sciences, PhD, Biology a focus on the chalcids parasitoids of sucking insects in Tbilisi, 1999

Institute of Zoology, Georgian Academy of Sciences, Post-graduate course, Zoology, Entomology 1997

Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani State Pedagogical Institute (University) Diploma, Teacher of Chemistry and Biology with honors, 1993

Experience:

1992-1999

Senior Laboratory Assistant, Dep. of Invertebrate animals, Institute of Zoology, Georgian Academy of Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia

August  1999 – June 2006
Senior Research Scientist, Dep. of Invertebrate animals, Institute of Zoology, Georgian Academy of Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia

2000-2003 

Invited lecturer of Ecology, Faculty of Botany and Ecology, S.S. Orbeliani State Pedagogical University, Tbilisi, Georgia.

June 2006 – present

Head of the Laboratory of Entomology, Georgian Institute of Zoology, Tbilisi, Georgia

August 2006 – present

Assoc. Prof. (Docent) of Entomology, Dept. of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, Suleyman Demirel University, Isparta, Turkey

Grants and Awards: 

1998, September travel grant by SOROS foundation for participation in the international Symposium. 

Since 2 May of 2000 – May 2003, II degree scholarship, of President of Georgia, for young  scientists. 

2001-2002 grant from NATO-PC B program by TUBITAK (Ref: B.02.1. BAK.009.00.00/386/985) Project title: "Identification of Coccoidea and their parasitoids of Georgia and Isparta province (Turkey)", supervisor Prof. Dr. I. Karaca, Suleyman Demirel University, Isparta, Turkey. 2002-2003 grant from NATO-PC B program by TUBITAK (Ref: B.02.1. BAK.009.00.00/562/1439) project title: "Identification and determination of Parasitic Hymenoptera (Chalcidoidea) of Isparta Province", supervisor Prof. Dr. I. Karaca, Suleyman Demirel University, Isparta, Turkey

2003-2005 with Italy and Azerbaijan NATO Collaborative linkage grant, co-coordinator – Ref. SA(LST.CLG.979189): “Control of Japanese Wax Scale by Microterys clauseni Compere.” 2006-2007 with Turkey NATO Collaborate Linkage grant, co-coordinator – Ref. CBP.EAP.CLG.982206: Biological control of Globose Scale by parasitic wasps.
2003-2004 award from Royal Society (NATO program) for one year research about taxonomic study on Chalcidoidea in the Entomology department of The natural History Museum, London, UK (Ref: 15135/02B/TB), supervisor Dr J. Noyes, The Natural History Museum, London, UK. 2004 October-December, 2005 February-April, award from NATO fellowship program for Portugal. (Ref: CP(GO)01/B/03/PO). Project title: "Identification and Determination of Parasitoids (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea) of Coccids (Homoptera: Coccoidea) in Portugal."  Supervisor Prof. Dr Isabel Abrantes, Department of Zoology, University of Coimbra, Portugal. TUBİTAK Bilimsel Yayınları Teşvik Programı B.02.1.TBT.5.04.78.00/UBYT/564 New Records of Encyrtids (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea: Encyrtidae) from Portugal, Including Description of Two new Species.

2007, September travel grant by Georgian National Science Foundation for participation in the XI International Symposium on Scale Insect Studies (Ref: GNSF/TR07/60). 

International collaborations and participation in research projects: 

Participant of prejects: “The study of Invertebrate animals of Saguramo reserve”, “The study of invertebrate animals of Mariamjvari reserve”, “Imereti invertebrate animals biodiversity”, which are conducting by Invertebrate department, Institute of Zoology, Georgian Academy of Sciences (Head of the Department Dr E. Kvavadze), 2000-present. 

From June, 2002 invited from Turkish side (Prof. Dr Ismail Karaca, The dean of Agricultural faculty, SDU, Isparta) to participate in their DPT project (Ref: 2002k120590/3) about biodiversity of lake area (granted by Turkish government), title: “Fauna and Biological Diversity of Protected area Between Eğirdir, Beyşehir and Kovada Lakes and  Investigation of Potential Biological Control Agents”, for 6 months . Since collaboration with Turkish side 4 new species for science were described. 9 manuscript was published as a result.

Under the NATO Collaborative linkage project in 2003 June and July, Microterys clauseni was introduced respectively in Italy (Prof. Dr. Giuseppina Pellizzari, Dipartimento di Agronomia ambientale, e Produzioni vegetali, Universita di Padova ) and Azerbaijan (Prof. Dr. Leyla Rzaeva, Head of Dep. of Biological control, Institute of Zoology, Baku) for biological control of Japanese Wax Scale. Project is going on. Also by the support of this project, to the StPetersburg Institute of Zoology for making taxonomic comparison of some parasitic hymenoptera was held in April 2003, with Dr Evgeny Sugonjaev.  

Professional activities: 

Member of Entomological Society of America                                         2007-present

Member of International Society of Hymenopterists                                2000-present

Member of American Entomological Society                                           2001-present

President of Georgian Young Naturalists’ Association                            1999-present

Participation in Conferences and Symposiums:

1) International scientific conference in Biology and Medicine to the 80th Anniversary of Tbilisi State University, Tbilisi, GEORGIA, 24-25.May 1998. Presentation Title: "Role of  Parasitic Hymenoptera (Chalcidoidea) in the dynamic of number of psyllids (Trioza magnisetosa Log.)in the canyon Vere (Tbilisi)".  

2) International Symposium of Forest Biological and Integrated Protection, Pushkino, Moscow, RUSSIA, 7-11 September 1998. Title: "Role of parasitoid chalcids in the dynamic of number of Leucaspis pusilla Loew. on the city plants of Tbilisi". 

3) International Symposium of Conservation and Protection of Mountainous forests, Osh, KYRGHYZIA, 5-10 October 1999, “Parasitoids and their role in the number regulation of several pests of wood plants in Georgia”.

4) Conference of Forests Protection of Russia and perspectives of their development, Moscow, RUSSIA, 22 October 1999. Title: “Dynamic of number of Parthenolecanium corni and role of entomophagous insects in their regulation in the forests surrounded City Tbilisi". 

5) IX International Symposim on Scale Insect Studies, Padova, ITALY, 2-8 September 2001. Title: “Coccoid pests of plantings and the role of parasitoids in their number regulation in Tbilisi”.

6) XII Congress of Russian Entomological Society. St-Petersburg, RUSSIA, August, 19-24, 2002. Title: “Fauna of encirtids (Hymenoptera, Encyrtidae) parasitoids of coccids (Homoptera, Coccoidea) from Turkey”.

7) VIIth European Congress of Entomology, October 7-13 2002 Thessaloniki, Greece. Hellenic Entomological society. 

8) UK Entomology Society International Simposyum, Coccids and Their Parasitic wasps. 7.III.2004.

9) X International Symposim on Scale Insect Studies, Adana, TURKEY, 19-24. April. 2004. Title: “The Japanese Wax Scale Ceroplastes japonicus Green (Hemiptera: Coccidae) and its natural enemies in the South Caucasus”.

10) Symposium of Independent countries Union about Hymenoptera Insects, Russia, Moscow, 26-29 September 2006. Title: “The review of Encyrtid (Chalcidoidea, Encyrtidae) fauna of Georgia”.
11) Second Plant Protection Congress of Turkey, Isparta, Turkey, 27-29 August 2007. Title: Encyrtid (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea, Encyrtidae) parasitoids of Coccidea (Hemiptera: Coccoidae) in Turkey. 
12) XI International Symposim on Scale Insect Studies, Oeiras, Portugal, 24-27. September. 2007. Title: “Eriococcus spurius (Hemiptera: Eriococcidae) and its natural enemies in Tbilisi”.
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